
Set on the outskirts of a traditional Balinese village, we welcome those who

have chosen to leave the crowds of tourists behind and to join us at our

“Sweet Secret” (the literal translation of Rahasia Manis). We will happily

share the journey of how we got here, but long story short we ran away

from Ubud in search of old Bali, its unspoiled nature, and the beautiful

simplicity and mysticism still to be found here.

 

Lucky for us we found it, and our most contented and satisfied guests are

those who seek the same.

 

We are still close enough to Ubud for easy access to all of its marvellous

cosmopolitan offerings; galleries, restaurants, yoga studios, and shopping.

Approximately twenty-five leisurely minutes drive to the town centre,

(most of it scenic and practically traffic-free), about an hour and forty-five

minutes from the airport, and an hour + to several lovely beaches.

 

We are a steady uphill drive from all tourist areas and several degrees

higher than most urban areas, with a cooler climate and far less mosquitoes.

Nestled close to several of Bali’s most ancient temples, and situated both

amongst the rice terraces and jungle.

 

WELCOME TO
RAHASIA MANIS



THE HOUSES

We have 12 residences, of varying sizes,

styles and prices. From simple, affordable

huts, to our largest rustic, luxury home,

with its bathtub perched over a lush,

jungle view.

Several of our houses are old teak

structures brought over from Java and

redesigned to make the most of the

natural light and views. No two houses are

the same, but each is designed to be

completely in step with the environment.

All bathrooms are open-air stonework,

with plenty of cover for when the tropical

rains arrive. We neither need nor want AC.

All rooms have ceiling or wall fans,

mosquito nets, safes and refrigerators, the

4 largest having full kitchens.

We employ our staff from the local village and their

English is limited, but they are all taking classes to

learn more. They tend to be shy with westerners, so

we ask that you be patient. If you have any

questions they cannot answer or do not understand,

they can call the manager directly to assist you. We

have 5 full-time kitchen staff / room cleaners and 2

gardeners. They are enthusiastic, friendly and hard-

working, and will do all they can to make your stay

comfortable. Normally we have staff on-site from 8

am - 7 pm, we will inform guests ahead of times if

there are ceremonies and they will not be here.

At the very heart of the property is a 10

metre, volcanic stone, saltwater pool, and

our pool-side restaurant, Kafe Yamuna,

and outdoor dining space, Gangga. The

entire property is planted with

permaculture beds, abundant native fruit

trees, coconut palms and banana plants.

OUR STAFF



DAILY CLEANING

Our staff cleans each house thoroughly

daily, except on the days there are

traditional ceremonies. We ask for your

patience regarding this, these ancient

customs is vitally important to village life.

If you want absolute privacy or do not wish

to have your room cleaned on a particular

day, please inform us. We try to clean

while guests are away, but sometimes this

is not possible. Offerings of gratitude and

prayers are made every day.

LAUNDRY SERVICE

Items left in the rattan basket in each

house will be washed, ironed, and returned

to you as soon as possible. There is a price

list in every room, (please ask for one if for

any reason there isn’t). Our prices are

comparable to the local laundries. The

washer and dryer may only be used by the

staff. Please let them know if anything

requires hand washing. You will be billed

for laundry service at check out.

SHOP

We have a small specialty shop adjacent to

the office. We have sarongs, local

handicrafts and a few items from our

travels. You may also purchase oil, salt and

other sundries for cooking, and our home

grown vegetables (if available). All prices

are fixed.

BOOKS

We have a varied selection of books that

guests are welcome to read while staying

with us. If you wish to take a book with you

the cost is rp 60k, alternatively you may

leave us 2 books for every one you take. A

few of our books are not for sale, these are

clearly marked. Kindly sign for any books

you take out, and then again when you

return it.



There is a traditional local market about a

7 minute drive away in the village of

Pujung, every 3 days. It starts at 4 am and

is closing down by about 9 am, so we

recommend you go as early as possible.

They sell all manner of fruits, vegetables,

small livestock, household goods and some

clothing items. It is not a tourist

destination but instead shows the true

face of rural Bali and presents some great

photo ops. Please check with us for the

days they are open.

There is also a good local market in

Tampak Siring, (about a 5 minute drive

away).

Ubud has a daily large open market, but it

is almost exclusively for tourists, and even

the Balinese cannot find bargains there.

For those who love to shop, Ubud does

have a vast array of traditional and

boutique options plus some great places to

buy art. Sukawati is a good market for

genuine traditional items, and Gianyar

night market is great for experiencing an

authentic slice of Bali life, with many

delicious food stands.

SHOPPING For food shopping Delta is a large

supermarket on the way from Ubud to

Rahasia Manis. They also have a good

selection of imported foods and wines. For

health foods there are several excellent

places in Ubud, Bali Buda being

conveniently located for us on the north

side of town.

For jewellery, Mas village is where many of

the gold and silver smiths are located.

There are several small shops in our local

village, Bayad, so within easy walking

distance you can pick up many food items

and other sundries.

We will be happy to share information on

some of our favourite places for finding art

and local handicrafts.



We know how essential it is for our guests to

be able to contact us at all times, and the

following information is compiled for this

purpose.

Our manager lives in Ubud, so is not always

on-site or within easy access. Since our staff do

not speak much English, we do our best to

always be available by phone. WhatsApp is an

excellent way to stay in touch, as it only

requires a WiFi signal, should guests not have

a phone plan or local SIM in their phone. Email

is also a good choice, either through AirBnb

directly, or a personal address.

STAYING IN TOUCH

INTERNET

We depend on this for our own livelihood so

we have invested in the very best system

available, and along with our neighbours we

have our own tower. This is however still Bali,

and on rare occasions there are island-wide

issues or problems with the wifi or electricity.

We ask for your patience, our technician lives

very close by and we are usually able to

resolve things quickly.

Since we are one of only a few locations in the

area with WiFi we need to protect our

password, so we prefer to enter it ourselves

for guests. In the past we have had 20+ local

teenagers sitting on the edge of the property,

all on YouTube, which does not help the speed

of our service! 

If anyone is having computer issues we have

local technicians who can assist with any

problems.

POOL

Our pool is saltwater, made of volcanic

stone tiles and very deep. It is not a wading

pool, so children need to be closely

monitored at all times. All children under

the age of 4 must wear swim

nappies/diapers.

We can always be reached at:

rahasiamanis@gmail.com 

More information on our property can be

found at: www.rahasiamanis.com

Ketut - Manager: tel & Whatsapp (+62)

081237537696

Evelyn - WhatsApp/ hp (+62) 081237183669 |

Skype: (+1) 805.693.4611 | GoogleVoice: (+1)

805.688.6789 

 evelynelroberts@gmail.com



We have permaculture vegetable gardens and fruit trees throughout the property. We plan our

gardens according to our kitchen needs, so we ask that guests not help themselves from them. If

we have any extra produce we will sell it at a fair price, with all proceeds going to our staff. Please

ask us what we might have available. You are welcome to walk everywhere on the property,

except to the lower private house (unless you have rented it!). The gardens below the yoga shala

have very tall coconut trees so we ask that you be extremely careful, as they can fall. This applies

to the surrounding jungle also, we cull those on our own property, but we ask you to pay attention

when walking elsewhere.

There is an underground river in the valley below us, but it is sacred and we are not permitted to

go down there. It is also a very steep and hazardous climb. The Balinese themselves only go there

at cremation times.

Likewise the cemetery behind us is a sacred area, you are welcome to walk there, but only when

are no ceremonies or burials going on. On our property you may dress as you like, but when

walking around the cemetery or temple we ask everyone to be fully covered. We are not in a

tourist area, so out of respect for the locals we ask all guests to follow their protocol on what is

acceptable.

Strolling the villages is a delightful thing to do, with one drawback - the local dogs. Their barks are

generally far worse than their bites, and a helpful deterrent is to pretend to pick up a stone to

throw at them. I have learned this travelling all over the world it seems to be a universal fear

(experience?) they have of having missiles thrown at them.

GARDENS AND THE SURROUNDING JUNGLE

TRANSPORTATION

Our drivers are all local villagers we have

worked with for many years. They have

integrity, speak English, (some better than

others), and good knowledge of the island.

They all drive well-maintained, safe, licensed

vehicles.

We strongly recommend you use our drivers

for airport transfers, the property can be

challenging to find, and our drivers know

exactly where to go and will carry your bags in

for you. 

They can also check guests in. They all charge

the going rate and will meet you at the

terminal with a sign. If coming independently

directions can be found on Google Maps under

Rahasia Manis: Retreat Centre and Sanctuary.



TOURS & ACTIVITIES

Cultural Tours - Museums, Galleries,

etc.

Temples (we can rent you appropriate

clothing for the cost of laundering it)

Day Trips to the Beach

 River Rafting

 Bird Park

 Elephant Park (please note: elephants

are not and never were native to Bali)

Some of our drivers are also excellent tour

guides. Besides the options shown below,

they and/or we will be happy to meet with

you to discuss other possibilities for

custom tours. We also have good, reliable

tour companies we can recommend.

Here are just some examples:

Volcano Tours/Trekking

 Waterfalls

 Mountain Biking

 Jungle/Rice Paddy Trekking

 Visits to Traditional Healers

 Cooking Classes

 Traditional Dance Classes

 Handicraft Workshops

TRANSPORT PRICES
(PER CAR – NORMALLY ROOM FOR 5-7 PEOPLE, LESS WITH LUGGAGE)

PADANG BAI                                    Rp 350.000

CANDIDASA                                     Rp 400.000

AMED                                                    Rp 650.000

TULAMBEN                                      Rp 700.000

LOVINA                                               Rp 700.000

PEMUTERAN                                   Rp 800.000

MUNDUK                                           Rp 600.000

Day tours from Rp 550k – Rp 1,200,000k,

depending on time and distance travelled.

Please do not negotiate on transport prices.

Our drivers charge the fair standard going rate,

they are all local men supporting families or

else they are students. We feel strongly that

they deserve to make a living wage. Guests are

welcome to find their own drivers. 

KAMPUNG KAFE                          Rp 100.000

UBUD                                                    Rp 150.000

AIRPORT (DAY TIME)                Rp 400.000 

AIRPORT (NIGHT TIME)           Rp 450.000

SANUR                                                 Rp 300.000

DENPASAR                                       Rp 350.000

KUTA/SEMINYAK                        Rp 400.000

CANGGU                                            Rp 450.000

JIMBARAN                                        Rp 450.000

NUSA DUA                                        Rp 500.000

PANDAWA BEACH                     Rp 550.000

MELASTI BEACH                           Rp 550.000

PADANG PADANG BEACH   Rp 600.000

BALANGAN BEACH                    Rp 450.000

ULUWATU                                         Rp 550.000

TANAH LOT                                      Rp 500.000 



Gojek and Uber do not do passenger pick-

ups in our area. There is a great deal of

politics around this, as basically they are

able to undercut any and all local drivers

because they do not have to pay the

monthly fees and licensing. We do not get

involved in this, but we are also unable to

assist with any outside driver services.

Having been welcomed and supported by

our local village, there is a mutual respect

that must be maintained. We thank you for

understanding.

CAR RENTAL
There are no local agencies for this, your best options are the airport or downtown Ubud.

We do not have any recommendations so suggest checking on-line.

We have a high quality baby/child’s carseat for rent - Rp 50k per day. 

RAHASIA MANIS - SCOOTER RENTAL TERMS

There are no scooter rentals in our village,

but we do have a few scooters on site that

can be rented by our guests. The set price

is Rp 60K per day. Rentals are by the day,

or part thereof, not by any 24 hour time

period.

You may be able to find scooter rentals in

Ubud with different terms that will deliver

out here, and we are fully amenable to

guests doing this for themselves. We do

not have any involvement or

responsibilitym) in rentals that are not

directly from us.

Anyone renting a scooter should have

personal travel insurance. We are not

responsible for any injuries incurred while

using one of our scooters.

An International Driver’s License is legally

required. A regular driver’s license is not

adequate. However, the worst that will

happen is a fine. Make sure you have a 50k

note separate from the rest of your money

in case you are stopped.

Insurance is prohibitively expensive and

difficult to acquire in Bali, so anyone using

our scooters does so with the clear

understanding that the guest is 100%

responsible for any damage to, or loss of

the vehicle, regardless of whether they are

responsible or not. This is the standard

agreement in Bali. Any flat tires or other

damage is also the responsibility of the

renter.



We will give you the scooter with a full tank of

petrol. Please also return it to us full. There will

be an additional charge of Rp 20K if a scooter

is returned empty or partially full. We will

provide riders with helmets, we do not

however have any for children.

MASSAGES

There are several excellent local massage therapists, male and female, offering many different

styles of bodywork. We have 2 spa areas. Prices are extremely reasonable, Rp 170k or the

equivalent of about $15 USD an hour.



We have several bicycles that our guests are

welcome to borrow. We do not charge for this,

but in the case of any accidents or damage to

the bikes the guests are fully responsible for

any and all repairs, or their replacement. Use

of the bikes is taken as acknowledgement of

these terms. We recommend you have

insurance.

BICYCLES
Guests are fully responsible for having

travel and health insurance during their

stay with us, and we will not be held

responsible for any losses, accidents or

injuries. We use World Nomads for own

travel insurance, and there are many other

reputable companies to be found.

MEDICAL
EMERGENCIES

The closest 24 hour medical centre to us is

about a 9 minute drive away. Should you

need immediate care, please contact us

and we will arrange transportation.

Puskesmas Tegallalang

Jalan Wayang Lunga, Banjar Tegallalang,

Kabupaten Gianyar, Bali 80561 

+62 (0361) 976484

SECURITY

Every room on the property has a

combination safe (you set the combination

yourself) and we highly recommend that

you keep all valuables in these, at all times.

We are in a safe and secure area and we

trust our staff implicitly, however for their

sake as well as the guests, we ask that

everyone keep their belongings secure.

We have had several instances of guests

losing things, worrying that they had been

stolen, and then finding out they had

simply misplaced them. This is very

stressful for our staff as well as for the

guests. We will not be held responsible for

any losses on or around the property.

TRAVEL INSURANCE



We have CCTV throughout the property on

the paths only. This is for the security of our

guests.

CCTV
In restaurants 10% is a good rule of thumb,

and we automatically add this to all food

bills. Tipping in Bali is not obligatory, but is

of course greatly appreciated. We do NOT

recommend tipping as you go, even for the

people carrying your bags into the

property. It is best to leave something for

everyone at checkout. They

democratically share all tips amongst

everyone.

 TIPPING

For arrivals at the property any time after 7:00 pm there is a late check-in fee of Rp 150k. This is

because our staff only work until then and our managers live a 40-minute drive away. They will

either have to wait or come back just to check you in. The late fee will NOT apply if you use one

of our drivers to bring you to the property, as they will also be able to walk you and your bags

into the house and complete the check-in process for you. The drivers are all either family

members or completely familiar with our property. The manager will then see you the following

morning.

Early check-in (before 2 pm) or late check-out (after 12 pm) is sometimes available, and the cost

is Rp 50k per hour. Arrivals before 8 am or departures after 6 pm are a full night’s rental. We

cannot confirm late or early check-ins/outs until the actual day, as we often get last minute

guests. We will be willing to hold onto your bags before check-in or after check out but only until

7.00 pm. Our staff leave then so if you are not staying all bags must be picked up before that.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
CHECK-IN: 2PM - 7PM | CHECK-OUT: NOON OR EARLIER



We are located in a rural part of Bali, and

deliberately off the beaten path. Access is a 5 -

minute walk along a narrow paved path (5

metres of which is not paved). There are also

many steps on the property as it naturally

gradates from the rice terraces down into the

jungle. Advantages are seclusion and truly

being in a natural environment. A

disadvantage is that we are not the ideal

location for anyone infirm or with mobility

issues. Having said this, if someone is game,

our kind and patient staff will happily walk

people in and out while holding their arms and

keeping them secure.

Our path is largely unlit, again deliberately, as

we do not wish to create light pollution which

is known to interfere with the cycles of night

creatures. When coming in or out of the

property at night a good torch is necessary

(most phones have them).

LOCATION LOCATION LOCATION

We are on Google Maps under Rahasia Manis: Retreat Centre and Sanctuary.

Otherwise... From the Arjuna Statue in Ubud, Rahasia Manis it is just under 12 km. It will take

about 22 minutes by scooter.

ACCESS
We have covered scooter parking at the

end of the path that leads to the property.

If anyone has their own car they need to

discuss with us where they should park, as

we will need to make prior arrangements

regarding this.

PARKING



At the Arjuna statue head up the road to the north towards Tegalalang. After 2.2kms you will

pass under a big arch over the road. In green letters it says: “Salamat Datang Tegalalang” 1km

after that you take a right turn. There is a blue temple sign on the right and underneath the blue

sign is a green sign which says PURA GERIA, SAKTI MENUABA and KENDRAN.

On the left side of the road there is a partly obscured green sign saying KENDRAN, GRIA SAKTI,

TAMPAKSIRING. After turning right there, follow the road without taking any turns off it, for

8.5kms.

After a sharp bend to the left and then to the right you will see on the left a newly tarmac road

leading downwards towards the cemetery and jungle. 

You will see terracotta tiles roofs to the left across the rice fields.

There is a small concrete path about halfway to the temple, on the left, and there is a motorbike

parking area.

Please call us and we can have our staff come out and carry your bags in for you.

To get to Rahasia Manis by yourself, follow the path all the way past the entrance to our

neighbours, Hati Suci. The path then veers sharply to the right down some steps towards the

jungle. Immediately past our chicken coop, to the right, is a small stone path between 2 Nandi

(bull) statues, with a bright blue gate. 

You have arrived!



Please take your shoes off in all buildings. If you are uncomfortable with this we are happy to

lend you some house slippers.

 Please, no smoking in any buildings, including the dining area and yoga shala. Also, no

candles, we have lots of wood. 

 Please do not to speak loudly on the phone in public areas. Several areas are marked

specifically as Quiet Zones and we ask that you do not use phones or hold loud conversations

here. These areas are around the spa and places where our guests frequently meditate or are

having relaxing treatments. Likewise please do not play music, instruments or videos that

can be heard beyond your own room. Headsets are ideal.

 Please be quiet after 10 pm, unless you have rented the whole place. Many guests use the

place as a place for peaceful retreat.

 Indonesia has some of the harshest drug laws in the world, accordingly, due to liability

issues, we have a zero tolerance policy.

 Our yoga shala is a separate rental, (by the day or hour), and our staff use it as work space

when not occupied. It is not available for use by any guests not renting it. Most rooms have

adequate space for a personal yoga practice. We have some older mats we can lend to

guests. The open air space above Kunti is also ideal for a personal yoga practice and has

enough space for about 8 people. Non-charging groups are welcome to use this space for

free.

 The staff area and kitchen is only for the staff, if you need something they will hear you

calling from the gate and will come to assist you. They greatly appreciate your respecting

their personal space.

 Plastic is a serious problem in Bali, therefore we do not sell single use plastic bottles of

water. Please bring your own re-fillable drinking bottles and re-useable shopping bags. Every

room has a filtered/ purified water dispenser.

For ecological reasons, we change the sheets and towels every 4 days, if you wish to have

them changed more frequently we charge a laundry fee. We will be happy to run your towels

through the dryer should they be excessively damp. Each room has a drying rack but

sometimes in rainy season this doesn’t help.

Please keep all gates closed at all times, they are not for people, but for our neighbour’s

chickens - who like to get in and play havoc with our garden.

GENTLE RULES



UBUD RESTAURANT RECOMMENDATIONS

YOU CAN FIND MORE DETAILS ON-LINE, GOOGLE MAPS WILL
LEAD THE WAY!

BALINESE
/INDONESIAN

Kampung Cafe - about 4.5 km.

Indonesian/European. A favourite.

Great sunset views. Mid-priced.

 Sebatu Restaurant - about 4 kms.

Cheap, but excellent Indonesian food.

 Kailasha at Pura Gangga Resort -

about 4 kms. High-end and a lovely

location.

 Alam Resort, Kenderan - about 5 kms.

Expensive but great.

Ankhusa International and Kojin Sushi

- 8 minute walk. Expensive but worth

it!

Besides our own little restaurant are several

good places to eat in the area. From the

main road, going both left and right, there

are several reasonably priced local warungs

within easy walking distance. They do not

stay open late so are better for breakfast or

lunch.

It is possible to get takeaway from local

restaurants, and our staff can sometimes

pick it up for you, for a flat fee of Rp 50k.

Menus can always be found, on-line, on the

respective web-sites.

There is quite a quick turnover of

restaurants, our apologies if some

suggestions are no longer open.

Our manager’s brother Yudi has an

excellent sushi business. With one days

notice she will be able to deliver orders.

Each room has a menu, and we can message

them also.

 OTHER ASIAN

ALTERNATIVE 
DINING

LOCAL EATERIES

Lada Warung - great lunch buffet

 Biah Biah - simple home cooking 

Casa Luna - old favourite

Indus - amazing views

Batan Waru - another old favourite

Melting Wok - simple excellent menu

Siam Sally - Thai

Warung Siam - Thai home cooking

Ryoshi - Japanese

Warung Alami - Japanese home cooking

Kagemusha - Japanese home cooking

Buddha Bowl - Vietnamese / Thai



ORGANIC FARMER’S
MARKET

 Saturday Morning at Pizza Bagus 

 Tuesday Morning at Warung Alami

 Moksa

Sage - posh vegan

 Down to Earth - has a health food store

and a cinema

 Alchemy - raw food salad bar

 Soma

 Bali Buda - health food store also

 Watercress - trendy

 Sopa - great soups

Tutmak

 Casa Luna

 Bali Buda

Monsieur Spoon 

White Box

BAKERIES

•  Kakiyang  

•  Kue

COFFEE LOVERS

Freak Coffee

Seniman Coffee

Il Giardino - Italian

Cafe des Artistes

3 Monkeys

Mammamia - Pizza

Taco Casa - Mexican

Warung Schnitzel

HIGH-PRICED -
SPECIAL TREAT 

WESTERN

 Locavore - amazing place, you must

have a reservation

 Mosaic - very romantic, reservations

essential

 Cascades - at the Viceroy

 Pica - Peruvian

 Bridges - divineVEGETARIAN/
VEGAN/RAW

COCKTAILS AT
SUNSET
•  Four Seasons

•  Indus

•  Pomegranate

•  Sayan Terrace Hotel



Geckos/lizards - All harmless and they eat other insects! The tokay makes a rather loud,

repetitive chirp that sounds just like its own name.

 Bees/wasps - A vital part of any ecosystem. In Bali they are large, black, and rather sluggish.

They are not aggressive or any problem, but of course it is wise to always leave them alone.

 Spiders - Some can be quite large, but none in this area are poisonous.

 Mosquitoes - Luckily, being higher and cooler than most of the island, we have relatively

few. If you are susceptible, a good repellent will suffice. All beds have nets but many people

don’t use them.

 Butterflies - An endless source of delight, in all sizes and colours. We have a lovely book that

will help you name them, ask and we’ll be happy to lend it to you.

 Frogs - We have several fish ponds and they love it here. When mating they can be loud and

enthusiastic. This is not all the time, and we have ear-plugs on hand for those times.

  Ants - Perhaps our most annoying, uninvited guests. We sweep daily and do our best to

keep them at bay without chemicals, (we only spray when absolutely necessary). The most

effective deterrent is not having food out to attract them, (including oils and some sweet-

smelling lotions). Please keep ALL food-stuffs in the fridge or the air-tight storage box we

provide. They will find even the smallest crumb in a backpack!

 Snakes - We are in the tropics, so they do live here. We have never had any problem with

them as they are shy and more wary of us than we are of them. They are very rarely seen.

 Birds - Egrets, wood-peckers, tiny screech owls and countless other varieties can be seen.

Binoculars are recommended as most are to be found in the thickets of the jungle.

 Chickens/Roosters - We have bantams, and the neighbouring farmers have their own

varieties, also. There is a predictable dawn chorus, ear-plugs will help if this isn’t your

preferred time of day.

 Cows/ducks - An integral part of any rice growing community. There are two very sweet

cows close to the property. They make the occasional moo and are otherwise no trouble.

Ducks are only here right after the rice harvest.

 Cats - Betty, the calico, is particularly friendly and loves to befriend guests . If you have an

aversion or allergy, we have spray water bottles that will (kindly) keep her at bay.

We are in the rice fields and jungle, sharing the land with abundant wild-life; butterflies, birds,

and insects... and we love it that way. This is NOT the right location for those who are squeamish

or want their environment devoid of any other life-forms. Nature lovers will be in their element. 

Here are some “friends” you may encounter:

CREATURES WE LIVE WITH 



We are right next door to Hati Suci - so this map applies to us also ;)


